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Thank you Madam Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest 
developments on various matters relating to the Leader of the Council/Portfolio 
Holder for Regeneration, Communications and Strategic Projects  
 
But firstly, we were all saddened to hear of the sudden death of Heywood and Middleton 
MP and former Rochdale Councillor Jim Dobbin last month. Jim was an extremely good 
friend and colleague of mine for 35 years and I am sure everyone was absolutely 
devastated about the news.  
 
Jim was a colleague and to some here a political adversary, but ‘Gentleman Jim’ will be 
missed greatly by all who knew him, not only on a personal level, but as an excellent 
constituency MP. Flags across the borough were lowered as a mark of respect and 
condolence books were placed in libraries in each township and on a tribute page on the 
council’s website, which have been presented to Jim Dobbin’s family. 
 
His funeral mass, held at Salford Cathedral, was attended by representatives of the 
Council, including myself, the Mayor and the Acting Chief Executive, as well 
representatives of the Labour Party including, party leader Ed Miliband, Lord Prescott and 
John Bercow, the Speaker of the House of Commons. 
 
The Budget 
 
Cabinet members and officers are continuing to work on fixing a budget for the next two 
years, but there are some extremely difficult decisions to face to balance the books. 
 
The problem for Rochdale has been made much worse by unfair grant settlements 
imposed by central government. A recent authoritative report by Sheffield University 
showed that residents in northern towns like Rochdale had suffered £190 a head MORE in 
grant reductions than people who lived in the South. The purpose of the government’s 
grant distribution is supposed to equalise the resources between poorer and richer 
conurbations and to assist those areas – like Rochdale – with high levels of need and 
deprivation. 
 
Clearly, the government’s grant formula is not fair and is not working when areas like 
Rochdale are facing huge cuts in government grants while other far more prosperous 
areas will receive increases in grant. Spending power per household will actually increase 
by £55 in Wokingham, in the wealthy South East, and £51 in Surrey, to name just two 
examples. 
 
Rochdale is facing cuts of up to £55million, and these have to be made out of a 
controllable budget of only £160million. 
 
However, the Council has established a number of key principles that are shaping our 
decisions: 
 

• No increase in Council Tax 

• Protect essential and front-line services as far as possible 

• Eliminate waste and non-essential spending 

• No cuts to community centres and hard-working voluntary groups 

• No cuts to street cleansing and highways repairs budgets 
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• Improving services to vulnerable children 

• Continue to help the poor by maintaining a crisis fund and increasing council tax 
help. 

 
Further updates on the Budget will be presented to Council 
 
Feel Good festival 
 
Rochdale’s Feel Good Festival was a fun filled two- day and Saturday evening event on 
the last weekend of August, with thousands of people drawn into the town centre. It is 
estimated that the event was worth £250,000 to the local economy. 
 
Business 
 
Business in the borough was given a boost with a number of key investments in the 
borough and new retailers opening up in our town centres. 
 
We also received a visit from a Chinese delegation of developers and journalists. G-Suite, 
is exploring options to develop Warwick Mill and London House in Middleton into a mix of 
offices, retail and residential.  
 
A group of top European academics from the Non-Equilibrium Social Science (or NESS) 
spent two days visiting the borough to suggest ways to improve the area’s long term 
economic outlook and regeneration plans.  
 
Kingsway Business Park 

 

In August 2014, outline planning permission was granted for a revised Masterplan for the 
Kingsway Business Park. This retains the fundamental principles of promoting employment 
generating uses but updates the development plans and allows for a higher overall level of 
development. The masterplan recognises the importance of the new Metrolink stop to the 
future of the business park.  
 

The Kingsway Metrolink stop is showing a month-on-month increase in usage. Latest 
available figures (May 2014) show over 7,000 people using the stop, which is an increase 
of some 400 when compared with the preceding month and over 1,900 when compared to 
March.  
 
The new Kingsway Masterplan will enable Kingsway to continue to be one of the best 
performing employment sites in the region. Kingsway has already delivered 1.8m square 
feet of commercial development and 2,000 (out of a projected 7000) new jobs, of which 
70% have been taken by residents of Rochdale  Borough.     
 
I recently chaired the Kingsway Partnership board meeting that has set out some ambitious 
plans to keep Kingsway at the forefront of development in the City Region. This includes a 
number of significant new investment projects and a major promotional drive to raise 
Kingsway’s profile. Currently there is strong interest from a growing local company in 
taking a 15,000 sq ft unit on part of Kingsway (Plot D) and other projects are being 
progressed. Wilson Bowden Developments have secured consent for a 210,000 sq ft 
development on a prominent plot alongside the M62 (Plot H) and are now looking to attract 
an investor to construct this development on a speculative basis. 
 
Meanwhile JD Sports have secured planning permission for the internal restructuring of 
their building which will bring their total floor space to almost £1m square feet. This will 
help the company to consolidate Kingsway as the main distribution hub for their European 
operations. This has also provided an opportunity to discuss with the company how they 
can improve their links with the local area. The company are now committed to converting 
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the majority of their staff from agency contracts to direct contracts with JD Sports, which 
will provide employees with greater job security.   
 

 Rochdale Town Centre 

  

 Town Centre East (Genr8) – The Development Agreement between Council and the 
development partner (Genr8) was signed in September 2013. The vast majority of the site 
has been assembled and demolitions and site clearance is well underway. Genr8 are 
continuing to seek to secure key retail & leisure occupiers to anchor the new 
development.  Genr8 are making good progress with these commercial negotiations. 

  
   Rochdale Town Hall - Planning for the next phase of the works, including further roof 
repairs, replacement of heating plant and electrical works is underway along with other 
improvements to support the core business functions. The recently completed Feasibility 
Study sets out options for the future use of the building. The Cabinet has approved a  
report on the Town Hall and is pressing forward with a bid for heritage funding. This will 
include further dialogue with important stakeholders and importantly the wider community 
 
River Reopening and Market  
 
In consultation with the Heritage Lottery Fund and the Environment Agency I have 
completed a review of the river re-opening project.  I have instructed officers to bring a 
report covering the river together with proposals for consultation on relocation of the 
market to Cabinet in October.  In my next report I will update Members further. 
 
Private Sector Investment 
 
There are encouraging signs of increased private sector investment interest in and around 
Rochdale Town Centre. The major investment to be made by the Tetrosyl Group in 
converting the vacant Newgate House into their corporate headquarters was clearly 
excellent news. This has been followed by further investment in the adjacent Post Office 
building by the owners, Hurstwood, and recently the news has been announced that 
Morrisons will be opening a store in the ground floor of Number 1 Drake Street, opposite 
the Metrolink terminus, creating 20 jobs. 
 
Stakehill 
 
Rochdale Council, RDA  and Commercial Estates Group are continuing to work in 
partnership to secure improvement to the Stakehill Industrial Estate. 
 
The capital works programme, jointly funded by the Council  and CEG,  has recently 
delivered around £375,000 of investment to Stakehill. Future planned works include further 
landscaping and proposals for a new gatehouse and security barrier at the entrance, in 
discussion with owners and occupiers on the estate.     
 
Since the last update report a further major letting of 65,000 square feet to DHL has been 
secured and negotiations continue with a further 4 interested parties. Upon vacation, the 
170,000 square feet unit currently occupied by Wincanton will be refurbished and CEG 
have advised that they already have interests in this unit.  
 
Future Plans 
 
Rochdale Council and its partners are continuing to pursue business opportunities that will 
bring new jobs to the borough, taking advantage of the major infrastructure and investment 
that has taken place across the borough. We continue to work closely with the rest of the 
Greater Manchester Combined Authority to examine the scope for further investment in 
infrastructure provision in future years such as the planned new Heywood Link Road. . 
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Private Anthony Palmer V.C Parade  
 
In Heywood the street renaming ceremony held in honour of Crimean War Victoria Cross 
recipient and hero Private Anthony Palmer. Wood Street will now forever be known as 
Private Anthony Palmer V.C Parade. The event as covered by BBC North West news, ITV 
Granada and British Forces News which will have been seen around the world. 
 
The Pals march re-enactment from Todmorden to Rochdale town centre was also filmed 
by the BBC, ITV Granada and Forces TV News, as well as featuring on the front page of 
the Municipal Journal. 
 
Education 
 
Our children have been making outstanding academic achievements, setting them up for a 
bright future of their own and for the borough. 
 
Students celebrated their A-Level results in what was another record year for the borough. 
Despite more pupils than ever taking A-Levels, the average number of points per candidate 
rose to a record high of 820.1, up from 798.1 in 2013. 
 
More than 2,200 students from secondary schools are celebrated their hard work as GCSE 
results improved at a faster rate than the national average. Provisional figures suggest the 
number of borough students achieving five A*-C grades including English and Mathematics 
rose to 56.8 per cent this year, up by 1.6 per cent compared to 2013, more than double the 
provisional national growth rate of 0.7 per cent.. 
 
Primary schools have also been celebrating after receiving some of the best ever Key 
Stage 2 SAT’s results in Rochdale borough. Improvements in Level 4 (National Average) 
and significant improvements in Level 5 (above average) attainment. 
 
In fact St James’ Primary in Wardle was recently named as the region’s best primary 
school in the Manchester Evening News school awards. This award was the result of the 
hard work and dedication of all the school staff and pupils and exceptional leadership from 
the headteacher. 
 
More than 500 young people from across the borough packed Rochdale Town Hall for the 
annual summer apprenticeship open evening. Figures show that the borough has seen the 
highest percentage increase of 16-18 year old apprentices in Greater Manchester. In the 
2013/14 academic year, the number of 16-18 year olds from the borough who joined an 
apprenticeship scheme grew by 15 per cent year on year, more than four times the 
regional average of 3.7 per year 
 
More than 100 childcare providers from across the borough attended Rochdale Town Hall 
on Tuesday 1 July, to celebrate reaching the highest standard of The Rochdale Early 
Years Quality Award. 

 
Rochdale borough's Member of the Youth Parliament, Leon Hollinrake, achieved further 
political success with his election to the prestigious Youthforia Leadership Committee – 
representing young people from across the North West. Also Rochdale’s Youth Cabinet 
Member Christopher Marland has been elected to represent the views of young people 
across Britain, as the UK Young Ambassador to the European Youth Forum. Christopher, 
who is 19 and from Castleton, was elected by fellow members of the British Youth Council 
(BYC) to serve the youth of the UK at a bi-annual election held online.  
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Environment 
 
The council has begun building the first publicly owned solar farm in Greater Manchester. 
Construction of a 250kW photovoltaic (PV) solar farm has started on around one acre of 
land behind Rochdale Leisure Centre, on Entwistle Road. The solar farm will operate for up 
to 25 years. 
 
Work has also begun on adding council-owned 100kw rooftop solar panels to Heywood 
Sports Village. The electricity generated from both the Rochdale and Heywood solar 
panels will be sold back to Link4Life to power the sports complexes. 
 
Plans have also been submitted for two wind turbine projects at land at Oaken Bank Road, 
Middleton which could generate enough energy to power 527 homes every year, 
equivalent to 10 per cent of the homes in the Hopwood Hall ward. 
 
Rochdale Literature & Ideas Festival  

The second Rochdale Literature & Ideas Festival takes place at the end of October. Acts 
include playwright Willy Russell singer/songwriter Lucy Spraggan, comedian Dave Spikey, 
television presenter Bill Turnbull, actress Jane Danson, DJ Liz Kershaw, author Chrissie 
Manby, poet Ian McMillan, writer Jackie Kay, rapper Ghetts and performance poet 
Longfella. There really is something for people of all ages and interests and I’d encourage 
you all to go along to give your support. 

 
 
 
Councillor Richard Farnell 
Leader of the Council/ 
Portfolio Holder for Regeneration, Communications and Strategic Projects  
 
 
Thank you Madam Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of the Council 
about these or any other matter relating to the Leader of the Council/Portfolio 
Holder for Regeneration, Communications and Strategic Projects  
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